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What else does it do? It slashes clean 
water grant programs by $300 million. 
In my community in Compton, Cali-
fornia, we recently had a brown water 
crisis. It is still going on. There is 
brown water coming out of the faucets. 
We don’t have to think too far back as 
to what happened in Flint, Michigan. 

To think that we are having a vote 
this week that is going to cut $300 mil-
lion—money that is used to invest in 
America’s water infrastructure—is ap-
palling. When I heard about it this 
week, I thought it was important that 
the American people know about it. 
This is what should be on the front 
page of the newspapers. This is what 
the media should be reporting on, what 
is happening in this Congress and how 
the American people are put at risk 
when such cuts are happening to the 
very agencies that are put there to pro-
tect us, so that we ensure that we have 
clean air and clean water. 

As somebody who serves as the chair 
of two environmental task forces here 
in Congress, we cannot allow this to 
continue to happen without raising our 
voices, calling our elected officials, 
calling our offices, and speaking out 
about what the American people want. 
And this is one: Clean air and clean 
water is a basic right that everybody is 
entitled to. 

I believe this bill is going to take us 
backward. It is going to hurt us. And it 
really hurts our ability to make sure 
that we continue to look at things like 
climate change. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
vote against this, and I urge the Amer-
ican people to have their voices heard. 

f 

POWERS OF THE PRESIDENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 
there are moments in history that re-
quire the deliberate and thoughtful re-
sponse of the most powerful body in 
the world, the United States Congress, 
this House and the other House. 

While Americans are preparing for 
recreation and fellowship with family 
members during this period of summer, 
when schoolchildren are out, as others 
are dealing with the excruciating heat, 
others dealing with the impact of cli-
mate change, gun violence, the need for 
putting back in the terrible cuts of the 
Republican budget on Medicare and 
Medicaid, and a number of other issues 
dealing with their communities and 
neighborhoods, and, I would say, frank-
ly, keeping their children safe and rec-
ognizing the values of this Nation that 
include not snatching children away 
from family members, I get that and I 
understand the responsibility of this 
Congress to pass laws, to work together 
to ensure that the beauty of what 
America stands for, her values and her 
opportunities for so many others, is 
heard. 

But I also think it is important be-
cause, as I have traveled in the last 24 
hours, I saw Americans concerned 
about their Nation and wanting to be 
able to understand what transpired in 
Helsinki yesterday, Monday, July 16. 
As many have said, Republicans and 
Democrats, it was a disgraceful display 
of unpatriotic behavior. The tragedy of 
it is that it came from the Commander 
in Chief of this Nation. 

As I read the Constitution, it says 
that executive power shall be vested in 
a President of the United States, and 
he shall hold his office for a period of 
time. His powers under section 2 in-
clude that the President shall be Com-
mander in Chief of the Army and Navy 
of the United States, and of the militia 
of several States, when called into ac-
tual service. And, as well, it indicates 
that he shall appoint ambassadors. 

That is translated into the Presi-
dent’s responsibilities over the intel-
ligence communities and many aspects 
of our defense. Also, the power of the 
President articulates the foreign policy 
of this Nation. 

Yesterday, the display that was 
shown was that the foreign policy, and 
the patriotism, and the stature, and 
the leadership, and the Constitution of 
the United States became a footstool 
to a despot by the name of President 
Putin. 

No one is against engagement, diplo-
macy, or resolving conflict, but Presi-
dent Putin stands very proudly as ex- 
KGB to have poisoned his own citizens, 
to have shot journalists, to have shot 
down an airplane over Ukraine with 300 
innocent family members, children, 
and others, and, as well, has taken over 
a land of another country. 

So here we stand with this picture to 
the world. As well, when posed a ques-
tion of, who do you believe, the Com-
mander in Chief, to the absolute dis-
may of those of us who have lived 
through 9/11 here in Congress, and who 
saw the loss of life in conflicts like 
Iraq and Afghanistan, were amazed 
that the sacred aspect of our work, and 
that is voting, was determined by the 
intelligence community of this Nation, 
that Russia invaded in our 2016 election 
and literally stole the election, and 
will continue to do so today, as empha-
sized by the Director of National Intel-
ligence, Director Coats, and the intel-
ligence community. 

A report given by the Mueller inves-
tigation indicted 12 intelligence agents 
of Russia—not of any other country, 
not civilians, but intelligence agents, 
military—who had direct orders from 
President Putin. You would think that 
the President of the United States 
would forcefully say to the President: 
Stop it and stop it now. 

That is a patriot. That is one who has 
the powers of the Presidency under Ar-
ticle II, section 2. 

Yet this is what came about. Presi-
dent Trump was asked by a reporter: 
‘‘You first. Just now, President Putin 
denied having anything to do with the 
election interference in 2016.’’ 

It is amazing how my time goes be-
cause I am talking about the Presi-
dent. But, in any event, let me con-
clude by saying that this document re-
ports that the President said that he 
stands with Putin over the United 
States of America. Congress must de-
mand the transcripts. We must have 
congressional hearings, Mr. Speaker. 
This is a serious matter. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 52 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Eternal God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. 

Strengthen the constitutional com-
mitments of the Members of this peo-
ple’s House in their work today. Guide 
and sustain them in Your wisdom and 
inspire all, especially those in leader-
ship, with the insights needed to assist 
our Nation at this time. 

Bless all who are responsible for the 
security and safety of our Nation in to-
day’s world. Grant them a surfeit of 
courage and resolve to execute their re-
sponsibilities with integrity and faith-
fulness. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule 
I, I demand a vote on agreeing to the 
Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I object to the vote on the 
ground that a quorum is not present 
and make the point of order that a 
quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 
rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 
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